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HOIffliAKEHS'  CHAT  '.TEKfESDAY,  October  11,  1939. 

(FOR  BROAIDCAST  USE  OKLY) 
SUBJECT:     "FOOD- SHOPPER '  S  IJEWS.  "    Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural 
Economics,  U,  S. D,  A.  and  the  Consumers'  Counsel,  A,  A,  A, 

— ooOoo — 

Here's  more  news  today  for  the  lady  who  does  the  fpjnily  food- shopping, 
Eere's  news  to  help  you  plan  your  meals  and  make  out  your  ma:;ket  list,   sud  get  good 
value  for  your  food  money.     The  new-;  is  ahout  supplies  and  prices  of  seasonal  foods. 

First  you'll  he  ^..-lad  to  hoar  that  you  need  have  no  worries  at  all  ahout  food 
shortage.     Supplies  of  most  foods  arc  as  large  or  larger  than  in  most  recent  years. 
As  for  prices,  wholesale  prices  of  a  n;mh'=!r  of  foods  liave  heen  going  down  ever 
since  micVSeptemher ,  though,   of  course,  hofore  that  soiie  food  prices  did  rise, 
Well,  now  let's  consider  the  varioui;  seasonal  foods  on  the  market, 
October  is  the  month  w.ien  ao;."'eb  and  grapes  arc  most  plentiful,   and  when  you 
should  get  good  prices  on  these  foods,     faring  this  month  more  potatoes  come  on  the 
narket,  and  more  cabbage,  onions,  carrots,  celery,  brussols  sprouts,  artichokes, 
and  sweetpotatoes;  more  cranberries  and  grapefruit;  and  more  pork,  lard,  and 
"ultry.    The  new  citrus  fruit  season  begins  this  month.     5u-:  the  season  for 
cantaloup  and  sv^eet  corn  is  practically  over.     iTot  so  many  pears  are  coming  to 
^arket  this  month  as  last  month.     And  less  butter  and  eggs  are  for  sale, 
^BjUl  The  apple  crop  ha.s  turned  out  even  better  than  the  predictions  of  a  month 

This  year's  a.ople  crop  is  larger  than  average  and  is  about  35  percent  lajrger 
last  year's.     And  because  this  country  will  not  be  shipping  as  mrny  apples 
-^oad  as  usual,  most  the  big  crop  will  be  for  sale  in  oi^jr  markets, 

You  can  ha.ve  all  the  gra>.pcs  2"ou  waaat  this  month,   too.     The  gra.pc  crop  isn't 
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quite  as  hir  as  last  year's  record  crop,  but  it  is  l^r^^.r  than  tne  crops  of  most 
recent  years. 

As  i'or  pears,  not  so  many  hartlet  pears  come  on  the  market  this  month  hut 
more  of  the  fall  ;:jid  winter  v^^icties  like  Eosc,  Anjou,  winter  Eelis,  Cornice,  and 
Hardy.    This  year's  pear  crop  will  bo  a  little  smaller  than  last  year's  bi^;  crop. 
And  like  applcf,  many  o^  the   lears  that  ordinarily  would  be  selling  a.broad  will  be 
selling  at  home  this  season. 

So  nuch  for  the  news  of  apples,  grapes  and  :oears.     l"ow  for  a  littlo  news 
about  the  new  fall  grapefruit  crop.     The  first  .-rapefruit  of  the  season  from  Florida 
have  already  started  to  market.     From  now  on  for  the  rest  of  the  year  more  and  more 
Florida  gra-^e fruit  will  be  conin,.?;  to  market.     Texas  grapefruit  al.so  will  start 
coining  in  this  month.     From  the  looks  of  things  now,   the  £rapefruit  crop  this  year 
"'ill  bo  only  sli,-htly  smaller  than  last  year's  record  crop;   it  may  be  th^  second 
largest  crop  on  record.     Any-./r-y  you  can  count  on  plenty  of  -rapofruit  this  year, 
and  fine-quality  grapefruit,   too.     Under  the  marketing  agreements  now  in  force, 
only  the  better  grades  of  grapefruit  can  be  shipped.     lo  culls  allowed. 

I^ev/s  about  another  popular  fpll  fruit  crop  has  Just  come  in,   too-good  news 
about  craifoerries.     Lots  more  cranberries  this  year.     At  least  a  third  more  cran- 
tierrxes  in  this  year's  crop  than  in  last  year's  crop.     Cranberry  season  runs  from 
October  to  December  or  January  with  marketings  hea,viest  in  Ifovember. 

And  spea-cing  of  crajiberries  reminds  me  of  turkey.     The  turkey  crop  is  going 
-2      big  this  year.     In  fact,   the  outlook  is  for  a  record  turlrey  crop,     lla-ay  of 
these  turiceys  will  come  to  market  after  Thani^sgi ving,   so  plan  new  for  turkey 
dinners  d'oring  Decei:ber  and  January  as  well  as  a.m^ing  November.    You  ma^,^  recall 
^'■•at  the  last  record  turkey  crop  was  in  1936.     The  19C£-  turkey  population  to  be 
^^OTichas  a  fifth  larger  than  that  big  1936  population. 

for  scne  pork  and  lajrd  news.    More  big  news.     So^inning  the  first  of 
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this  month,  move  pork  and  lard  will  "be  on  the  i'4arket  all  during  the  coming  season 
than  were  selling  last  year.     Hog  marketings  increase  seasonally  from  October  to 
January.    If  you  want  to  get  bargains  in  pork  and  lard,   this  is  the  period  to  do  it. 
Part  of  the  meat  from  this  heavy  fall  slaughter  goes  into  storage  for  use  later  in 
the  year  after  the  fall  'butchering  season. 

The  "beef  and  lamh  nev;s  is  quite  the  opposite  of  the  t-urkcy  and  pork  news. 
Beef  supplies  this  month  are  smaller  then  a  year  ago.     And.,  lamh  supplies  also  arc 
smaller  a:ad  will  continue  to  to  smaller  until  Dcccnher  when  the  grain-fed  IcU.ih 
season  starts.     In  December  and  January  the  grain-fed  Irjnbs  will  bring  the  lamb 
supplies  up  rapidly. 

That  about  finishes  the  picture  of  supplies  and  prices  of  seasonal  foods  on 
the  market  this  month.     But  just  to  keep  you  informeci  of  foods  that  should  be  good 
%s,  let  ne  report  the  list  of  surplus  foods  at  the  present  date.     The  official 
surplus  foods  at  present  are:     butter,  eggs,  raisins,  pork,  lard,   dried  prunes, 
onions,  cry  beans,  apples,  fresh  pears,  fresh  snap  beans,  flour,  whole  wheat  flour 
and  corrmeal. 

That's  all  the  food  shopping  nev;s  today.     In  a  ccaple  of  weeks  I'll  bring 
you  some  more, 

#  #  # 


